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THE MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered together in the Valparaíso Region, Chile, on July 9 and 10, 2008, on the occasion of the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the framework of CIDI,

REAFFIRM our commitment to continue undertaking the actions needed to comply with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and OAS General Assembly sessions with respect to social development, especially through ministerial-level dialogues and the use of existing inter-American mechanisms to share experiences on social protection and efforts to combat poverty and inequality.
RECOGNIZE the importance given in the preparatory process for the Fifth Summit of the Americas to social development-related topics and to the promotion of initiatives with effective impact on the quality of life of our peoples, and commit to supporting that process.

REAFFIRM ALSO that social protection is a key factor for democratic governance, as it fosters and facilitates the progressive inclusion of all citizens in our societies in well-being, progress, and social justice.  Social protection implies facilitating access by our peoples, especially the most vulnerable communities, to food, health, education, housing, and employment, under equal conditions.
REITERATE that our actions will continue to take into consideration the Millennium Development Goals, which have been incorporated into most national social development plans.

RECOGNIZE that the development and institutional strengthening of the agencies responsible for social development in each country will help further the provision of services that contribute effectively and efficiently to a narrowing of poverty and inequality gaps. 

RECOGNIZE ALSO that poverty and inequality are multidimensional phenomena calling for intersectoral and coordinated responses.

UNDERSCORE the value of inter-American cooperation as a form of partnership allowing us to share our knowledge, experience, and sound practices with regard to social development.

RECOGNIZE the progress that has been achieved in the negotiations of the Social Charter of the Americas and the commitment to continue giving them high priority.

RECOGNIZE ALSO national, regional and global concerns on food security and eradication of malnutrition, greater priority should be attached to national poverty reduction and social protection strategies, allocating to such strategies the appropriate financial resources.
INSTRUCT the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) to consider the following in its 2008-2010 Work Plan, with the support of the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI):

1. Further developing the analysis of social policy institutions, in consultation with national ministerial authorities;

2. Making full use of SEDI’s installed capacity to foster the establishment of an Inter-American Social Protection Network, geared to promoting the exchange and transfer of experiences on innovative programs to combat poverty and inequality, so as to contribute to promoting comprehensive  social development, cohesion and inclusion;

3.
Developing, within the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding between the OAS and the World Food Programme (WFP), in support of the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2346 (XXXVII-O/07), "Support for Efforts to Eradicate Child Malnutrition in the Americas,” and as required, dissemination, training, and institution-building activities aimed at helping to eradicate hunger and child malnutrition in the Americas;

4. Formulating a proposal to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the OAS that looks at the labor market, employment-generation policies, and decent work from a cross-cutting and intersectoral perspective.  Additionally, promoting the exchange of views on income-generation mechanisms for the poorest and most vulnerable, taking into account the persistently high levels of informal employment in the region and the need to facilitate access to social protection systems and to seek alternative forms of income for said groups.  This may require the collaboration of several inter-American committees within the framework of said Council.
5. Contributing, upon request, to the drafting of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, as well as to the preparatory process for the Fifth Summit of the Americas.

6. Preparing a report on the execution of the 2008-2010 Work Plan, to be presented at the next Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development.

THANK the Government of Colombia for its generous offer to host the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI, to be held in 2010.
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